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most excellent History of the Merchant of Venice. With
the extreme cruelty of Shylock the Jew towards the said
Merchant, in cutting a just pound of his flesh: and the
obtaining of Portia by the choice of three chests. As it
hath been divers times acted by the Lord Chamberlain
his servants. Written by William Shakespeare/

On 7th September, 15*985 Francis Meres' Palladis
Tamia, with its praise of Shakespeare's work (see p. 12),
was entered for publication.

In September  15-98,  Ben Jonson's  Every Man in his
Humour was acted by the Lord Chamberlain's men. In the"
folio edition of Jonson's plays, published in 1616, it is
noted:

This comedy was first acted, in the year 15-98. By the then
L. Chamberlain his servants. The principal comedians were:

Will Shakespeare.
Aug. Phillips.
Hen. Condell.
Will. Sly.
Will Kempe.

Ric. Burbage.
Joh. Hemings.
Tho. Pope.
Chr. Bees ton.
Joh. Duke.

On 25th October, 15*98, Richard Quiney, a Stratford
friend, was in London, and wrote to Shakespeare the
following letter:

Loving Countryman, I am bold of you as of a friend, crav-
ing your help with thirty pounds upon Mr. BushelFs and my
security or Mr. Mytton's with me. Mr. Ross well is not come
to London as yet, and I hare especial cause. You shall friend
me much in helping me out of all the debts I owe in London,
I thank God, and much quiet my mind which would not be